346                            C/ESAR   IS   DEAD

One thing only disturbed Cicero. In the necessity of
creating a unified front and narrowing the issues down to
Antonius against the Slate, lie had boon obliged to stand
security for Octavianus, to swear before the Senate that
Octavianus could be entirely trusted; and though Octavianus
had responded by calling Cicero father, Cicero -was not
satisfied.

In mid-February came news from Greece* Brutus, who
had gone in despair to Athens, had been caught in a revolt
of the students; surprisingly the conservatives had carried
all before them; Gains Antonius had been disposed from
Macedonia,

Then, early in March, came news that removed all effect
of mere political moves in these armaments. Dolabella had
stormed Smyrna and put Trrbonius to death. War was
begun*

Gassius had taken the province of Syria,

ANTONIUS, awaiting news of Dolabella, had led out his men

for a stricter blockade of Minina. Whew he heard of the
death of Trebonius he swore heartily. Death to all the
traitors. The net was tightening. What did he care for the
odds?

Pansa could not keep on delaying at Rome, though on
the principle of balance he for the moment blocked the
Senate from appointing Cassius to charge of the East* Mean-
while Octavianus had persuaded Hirtius to leave their
quarters, to seize Bononia (now evacuated by Antonius),
and to advance within sight of besieged Mutina and its
besiegers.

But the Senate was still afraid of action. Neither
Octavianus aor Hirtius trusted their men. Hearing of the
second embassy proposed, they wrote to Antonius, and he
replied in a letter of indignant and burning appeal* Justice
must be done* and Dolabella was the only man who had
dared to strike for righteousness* But the day of wrath was
coming,

Octavianus and Hirtius politely sent the violent letter on
to Rome.

The armourers at Rome were working night and day.